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The Third Jesus - Class #1

I.  Israel had been vanquished by Greece.  They were as rough on the Jews as we were to the American Indian.


a.  Rome takes over the world, including Greece and Israel.  They set the temple back into operation.  They don’t care what people believe or do as long as they follow Roman law and pay their taxes.  They are as good to Israel as we were to Germany and Japan after WWII.  Good times for the people.  There is peace and there is plenty.


b.  Problem.  Israel has fragmented from the ridged legalism of the Davidic code

to dozens of legalistic approaches to the sacred and secular life.

II  A major prophecy followed by most Jewish groups waiting for a messiah. 

Isaiah 9:6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

III.  Major groups living in Israel at the Jesus moment.  Not all groups accept the same sacred texts.   Not all believe in resurrection, healing, prayer, or God as a being.


a.  Sanhedrin:  Supreme Council, Elders of the Tribes & high priests.


b.  Essenes:  Sect living in the Desert, Qumran (Sometimes celibate)


c.  Gentiles:  Non Jews (from all over.  Sea port town and main trade route)


d.  Gnostics:  Metaphysical Interpreters of Scripture.  (The Unity of their day)


e.  Pharisees:  Laity, strict observers of law, believe messiah is the state except for 
 
     the intellectuals who believe it will be a person..  Believe in resurrection.


f.  Sadducees: Aristocracy, do not believe in literal messiah - but do believe in 
 
     resurrection..


g.  Rabbis:  Teacher of the law (from all sects)


h.  Samaritans:  Believe in literal Messiah & the resurrection.  They are the 
 
     Jehovah witnesses of their day.


i.  Scribes:  Scholars and intellectuals could come from any sect but mostly from 
 
     the Pharisees.


j.  Zealots:  Fanatic nationalism, believe in actual messiah will lead a battle 
  
     against Rome, accept Torah and major prophets.

IV:  It’s into this mess Jesus is born.  It is clear from his teachings that he does not fit the image of any groups vision of the messiah.   They will all want him dead because he challenges the status quo.


a.  One Pharisee, who just happens to believe in the resurrection, will push the teaching of Jesus into a Jewish legalistic mode and come close to ending the real vision of Jesus.  Paul paves the way for Christian Orthodoxy.  Dead Sea Scrolls and others bring us back to a more satisfactory vision of  both the historical Jesus and what we and Chopra call the Christ Consciousness.
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We are all children of the same universe
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